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REMARIffi 

Please teconsider the applicatioi^ ia view of the above ameadment and the following 
temaxlcs. Claitnis 1-€S remain peididmg. Claims 1, 16, 30, 45 and 59 have been amended herein. 
No new matter has been added by way of this amendment. 
Rejection(s) under 3S U:S.C. § 103 

The Examiq^ r^ected claims 1-65 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Meister et al, (US 2002/0060094) in view of Purfbrst (US 4,745,802) and/or Hancock (US 
4,090,397). Applicant i^spectfiilly traverses &e rejection. 

Applicant respect&Uy submits Oiat ttie Examiner has failed to establish a prima facie 
case of obviousness. • The references of record fail to teach at least one limitation of the pending 
claims (i.e. selective equalization). Additionally, there is no motivation to combine the 
references. To tib.e extent such a combination is even possible, the combination would require 
impennissible hind^ght reconstruction, and still would not achieve .applicant's claimed 
invention. 

Amended Claims 1, 16, 30 and 45 claiify that pressure equalization occurs for the annular 
pressure when in fluid communication with the wellbore a nd pore pressur e wheu in fluid 
cnmrnTinife arion with the fomiation. No such feature is provided by the art of record. Both 
Meister and Hancock are silent on pressure equalization. Purfurst describes introducing extemal 
mud pressujce (via EV 61 in Fig. 12) across the snorkel to avoid sticking. See Purfidrst CoL 4, 
lines 49-54. However, Puxfuxst fadls to even contemplate equalizing an internal pressure with the 
annular pressure when in flmd c6iDir>.unicitio]a with the wellbore a nd pore pressur e when in fluid 
comtnurdcation with the fomiation as recited in the Claims. All of the cited refCTcnces, including 
Purfurst, are silent on such a feature. 
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Amended Ckim 59 recites selectively equalizing pressure betw^eto the wellbore cavity 
and a measurement cavity via a cylinder, the cylinder having a piston therein defining a fluid 
chamber and a buflfer chamber, the lyellbore cgvitv in fluid communication with a buffer 
chamber> the fluid chamber in selective fluid communicatjon with the fneam retnent cAvity, The 
Examiner suggests that PurfUrst pmvides a piston with cavities in fluid communication with the 
flowline. • However, the flowjine (60) and the inlet to the drilling mud (H) are connected to the 
same chamber of the EV (61). Thus, Puifurst (and the other art of record) fail(s) to provide the 
featured of Clddm 59 as recited. 

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits diat none of the art of record (alone 
or in combination) teaches, discloses or even suggests the invention as recited in each of 
Applicant's claims. Applicant, therefore, requests withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 
103. 

Applicant req>ectMy requests tibiat a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
Applicant believes tins reply to be fully responsive to all outstanding issues and place this 
application in condition for allowance. If this belief is iacoiiect, or other issues arise, please do 
not hesitate to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

This paper is subnuttdd in response to the Office Action dated March 2, 2004 for which 
the three-month date for response is June 2, 2004. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § l.I36(aX 
AppUcants petition for an extension of time of two months in which to respond to the 
OjQBice Action. This two-month extension ^Vill bring the deadline for response to August 2, 2002, 
which is within tibie six^month statutory period. The Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
fee of S420.00 to Deposit Account No. 19-0610 for the two month extension. It is believed that 
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no fee is due for ibii xespOuse. Pl^e ^ly any charges not covered. 
Account 19-0610 (Reference Number 20.2792). 



Date: 



ly credits, to D^osit 





Jenmfe J.E. Sajdz^, Reg. No. 45,065 
Schiumlieratt Technology Corporation 
ZW^uUng;^ lJn.t, MD 9 
Sugar Land, T3f^7478 
Telephone: (281) 285-8809 
Facsimile: (281)235-8821 
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